Three species of hinge-back tortoises ( (Kinixys belliana nogueyi, Kinixys erosa, Kinixys homeana) are found in simpatry in the rainforests of the Niger Delta, southern Nigeria (west Africa).
, chelonians have been largely overlooked in this respect (Scott and Campbell, 1981) . Indeed, relatively few information is available on the organization and the forces structuring the communities of sympatric chelonians, and in most cases the available data concern with freshwater turtles, whereas very few data are available for communities of terrestrial species (Lagler, !943; Legler, 1976; Vogt, 1981; Williams and Christiansen, 1981; Jackson, 1988; Vogt and Guzman, 1988; Moll, 1990; Stone et ah, 1993; Hailey, 1995; Sammartano, 1995; Teran et ah, 1995; Kennett and Tory, 1996; Baard, 1997;  Allanson and Georges, 1999; Luiselli et ah, 2000; Pritchard, 2001) .
analysed aspects of their conservation ecology (Lawson, 2000; Luiselli, 2003; Luiselli et ah, 2003) , morphometries (Lawson, 2001) , or ecological correlates of their local distribution (Luiselli et al, 2000) . No specific emphasis was placed on community ecology studies of terrestrial species.
Kinixys)
The forest habitats of west and central Africa house a rich chelonian fauna (Villiers, 1958; Iverson, 1992) which can be an ideal target for studies on community ecology and species' interactions. However, the few papers published up to now on terrestrial hinge-back tortoises (genus (Hailey, 1995 (Hailey, , 1997 (Hailey, , 1998 Hailey etal., 1997 Hailey etal., , 1998 Hailey etal., ,2001 ).
Materials and methods
The study species (respectively, 374, 180, 6) on the number of food categories utilised (22, 11, 6) . Schoener, 1968 Schoener, , 1982 Schoener, , 1983 Schoener, , 1985 Connell, 1983; Strong et ah, 1984, Barbault et ah, 1985; Underwood, 1986; Barbault, 1991; Barbault and Steams, 1991) (Pianka, 1986) . (Pianka, 1973 (Pianka, , 1975 . (1) Araneidae (3) Scorpiones (2) Coleoptera adults (8) Coleoptera larvae (11) Lepidoptera larv. (2) Orthoptera (1) Dermaptera (1) Termites (8) K. homeana K. erosa
Wet season
Wet season
Crustacea Decapoda (1) Bivalvia (1) Miriapoda (11) Araneidae (I) Coleoptera larvae (6) Lepidoptera larv. (1) Dermaptera (4) Termites (4) Poultry (scavenging) (1) Considering that daily activity patterns are not really indicative of niche divergence between potential competitors (Jaksic, 1982; Capizzi and Luiselli, 1996) , I suggest to use in this case the incidence of seasonal activity rhythms as potential niche para- (Luiselli, 2003) and in Cameroon (Lawson, 2001) , and differences in relative body sizes are well known to reduce competition intensity among coexisting species (Pianka, 1986) . In this regard, it must be noticed that K. belliana has approximately the same average body size as K.
homeana (Vetter, 2002 (Villiers, 1958; Blackwell, 1968; Bertram, 1979; Broadley, 1989a Broadley, , 1989b Broadley, , 1989c , but the only detailed data have been provided for K. spekii (Hailey, 1997 (Hailey, , 1998 Hailey et al., 1997 Hailey et al., , 1998 Hailey et al., , 2001 
